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January & February, 2010 Issue 

Presidents Message 

A brand new year!!! What are you going to do with this upcoming year that is now open for all possibilities? 

Have you planned time for yourself? Have you planned time for others? And what about time for serving 

Spirit? What, you don’t have enough time? Don’t you realize that time is an illusion and it is up to you to make 

the time available for all things in your life that are most important? 

One year has passed and a new year beginning. It is a good time to reflect back into the past and look at the 

things that were good but also those that were not so good. Change your outlook on the ones that were not so 

good and bring that knowledge with you into the new year and evolve into a wonderful loving spirit on your 

new path to outrageous joy and happiness which you deserve. 

That’s right. We create our lives!!! You have heard that many times. The start of a new year is the start of a 

new life path. Imagine the life you desire to have and stay focused on that life. Will it into being. 

Put a smile on your face, a song in your heart and skip out into the wonderful world of nature that awaits you. 

At ASC, next year will be a busy one and we can always use extra help. In March we will be hosting the MSSAC 

Spirit Festival, in June the MSSAC convention, and in Sept. HDB memorial service. We will have more 

information as we go along but keep March 20th open for the Festival. What is it? Well, its mediums day from 

10AM to 1PM with vendors; two workshops in the afternoon, a bean and casserole supper, followed by healing 

and all message service at night. All the MSSAC churches are involved and this is a wonderful way to share with 

the other churches. When we participate together, having fun and mix in a lot of laughter, we become closer in 

our understanding and love for one another. 

 Love and Light, Earl 

 

 HAPPY NEW YEAR EVERYONE, and I’m sure like me we are all looking forward to it being more wonderful than 

last year, not that last year was bad, but I like every year to be better than the last if that’s at all possible! If 

there is anything you want to see published, please let me know. You will find my e-mail on the 

last page of the newsletter, or you could write it down and give it to me at church. I will try and 

get everything in that is submitted subject to approval of course. I’m looking for things like 

poems, stories of things that have happened in your life, that you would like to share with others, 

that may make a difference in their life. I think others would like to see recipes, so if you would 

like to share anything please send it in, everything you send in may not get published right away, 

but keep watching it will get in there sooner or later. It doesn’t matter if you are a member of the 

church or not, if you would like to share please do. 
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Our mini readings on the first Thursday of the month have been quite successful. Our goal is to 

prove continuity of life and to give the community a chance to get to know us. We have two 

mediums available and we appreciate their donation of time. 

Do you realize we have committees here? The Library committee has been organizing the books; 

the social committee gets the word out about our potlucks etc., and there is always cleaning to be 

done. If you have time on your hands and can donate, please let us know. 

Have you joined us yet for Potluck on the third Sunday of every month? It’s a great time to visit 

and enjoy each others’ company. Plus check out all the workshops that are coming up!!! There 

are many opportunities to be part of this church family. We look forward to seeing you all!!! 

 

Cancellations 

Sometimes due to unforeseen circumstances we are forced to cancel church service or Thursday 

night classes. These cancellations will be announced on the local news channel, or will be viewed 

in the TV web page, and possibly on the radio. So before you venture out into the cold or stormy 

weather, be sure and check to see if Sunday service or the Thursday night class is being held. We 

want everyone to be safe. 

 

Credentials: 

I think it is very important for everyone to know how much work is put into being certified for, 

Healer, Medium, Licentiate Minister, or Ordained Minister, and Spiritualist Teacher. Sometimes it 

takes years to become certified in any of these categories. There are home study courses, essays, 

affidavits and exams that need to be taken. The hardest part is getting the affidavits, so I would 

like to explain how many of you can help with making that easier. Example: if you have a 

headache or some other physical discomfort before you sit in the healing chair, and you are 

relieved of that discomfort, you may fill out an affidavit, describing what actually occurred, it’s 

just a simple form, sign it and have one of the Pastors, and or a board member sign it and you’re 

all set. This also goes for the Mediums, if there is any continuity of life in the message from spirit, 

someone you recognize as a loved one or friend who has crossed over, you fill out an affidavit for 

the Mediumship. They need to send in six, but twelve is better, from different people, as 

sometimes National doesn’t accept them. 

 

Membership 

 

If you have been coming to our church and feel as you would like to become a member, or would 
like more information on becoming a member, ask for a membership application from any board 
member or our Pastors. There is a process in becoming a member that will be explained to you at 
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the time you ask for a membership application. Why become a member? Your opinion is very 
important to us, and after being a member for three months you are able to vote. 

People join our church seeking their own truth and Spiritualism allows you to do just that, 
and much more!!!! 

 

Classes 

The Development classes have ended for now, they will resume again with notice. 
 

Every second Sunday of the month Rev. Earl Wallace will be having informative classes on 
Spiritualism, all are welcome to attend. They will follow the Sunday service. 

The discussion group on Monday night is now closed. 

Thursday night classes are held every Thursday unless it is a holiday, or cancelled because of bad 
weather. The Thursday night classes are for people who are learning to meditate, opening their 
chakras, to learn more about Spiritualism, to learn to open your mind and invite Spirit into your 
life, or just for information on what our church has to offer. The classes begin at seven and end at 
nine pm. And may or may not reflect the teachings of Spiritualism. If you have a class you would 
like to teach or any ideas of what you would like to see taught at these classes, please speak to 
Rev. Earl Wallace or Gary Mascher. Thursday night classes are subject to change without notice. 

 

Thursday Night Class Schedule 

 Jan. 7th  Mini Readings $15/15 min.   Feb. 4th Mini Readings $15/15 min. 

Jan. 14th Healing/ Psychometry/Stones, Crystals  Feb. 11th Past Life Meditation  

Jan. 21st Table Knocking/Moving     Dec. 18th Transfiguration  

Jan. 28th Reflection Healing Circle    Feb. 28th Healing/ Forgiving   

          

        

 

 

 

As the sunflower turns its face to the light of the sun, so Spiritualism turns the face of 
humanity to the light of truth. 
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Mediums and workers Scheduled for Sunday Services: Nov. & Dec.: 2009 

 

Date Medium Chairperson Healing Talk 
Jan. 3rd    Laurie Xanthros Rev. Earl Wallace Melanie Ames 
Jan. 10th      Students Rev. Kay Hawkins Theresa Clifford 
Jan. 17th       Rev. Pat Wallace Rev. Earl Wallace Rev. Kay Hawkins 
Jan. 24th      Gary Masher Rev. Penny Frobese Barbara Eckhardt 
Jan 31st       Rev. Kay Hawkins Gary Masher Rev. Penny Frobese 
Feb. 7th      Catherine Sabine Rev. Earl Wallace Theresa Clifford 
Feb. 14th      Tamara Jetton Rev. Earl Wallace Marguerite Walker 
Feb. 21st      Rev. Pat Wallace Rev. Earl Wallace Gail Gagnon 
Feb 28th   Rev. Graham Connolly Rev. Kay Hawkins Sue Jalbert 

 

 

Announcements 

The third Sunday of every month we will have a pot luck dinner after service.  Please join us one 
and all, bring your favorite dish and share in the variety of foods and fellowship. If you forget to 
bring something, join us anyway, there is always enough to go around. Everyone likes to have fun 
and enjoy someone else’s cooking, so let’s get together and do just that!!!! 

We are asking for donations of snacks for the fellowship following the services. Homemade or 
store bought, it doesn’t matter. If you would put what it is and a date on it, and if it is in a 
container you would like back put your name on it too, just in case we freeze it for a later time. It 
would be well appreciated. 

Business/Board meetings are held the first Sunday of every month at 12:45 downstairs, unless 
otherwise noted. All members are welcome.  

Please notify the Secretary, Rev. Pat Wallace (582-6745) 126 Spring St. Gardiner Me. 04345 if 
there is a change in your address or telephone number.  

If you know of anyone who is ill or in the hospital, please notify the church, the pastor, so 
someone can contact them. 

There is a guest book in the back of the church, if you leave your name and address, we will send 
you information on what is going on at the church for the upcoming months. To help save money 
on postage, anyone who would like to have the newsletter sent to them by email, please send me, 
Theresa Clifford, your e-mail address, this includes members and non-members alike. You will 
find my E-mail address in this newsletter. Thank you for your support. 
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January Birthdays: Arlene Grant, Jeff Roby, Bonnie Schmucker  

February Birthdays: Rev. Kay Hawkins  

 

Church Information 

 

Augusta Spiritualist Church    President: Rev. Earl Wallace 

Corner of Perham & Court Sts.,   (contact # 207-582-6745) 

Augusta Me., 04330.     Vice President: Theresa Clifford 

(207-622-8980)     (contact # 207-504-1088) 

Sunday Services; 10:30 – 12:00   Secretary: Rev. Patricia Wallace 

Awareness Classes: Thur. 7-9 PM   Treasurer: Gary Mascher 

First Thur. of every month mini readings  (contact # 207-582-8110) 

Pastor:      Trustee: Rev. Kay Hawkins 

Rev. Earl Wallace     Trustee: Catherine Sabine 

(contact # 207-582-6745)                 Trustee: Kathryn Wolfe 

       

 

By All Means Keep An Even Mind!!! 

Andrew Jackson Davis. 
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Pioneers of Spiritualism 

 

The work of our pioneers is a monument to Spiritualism. Their unfaltering footsteps, their 
unwavering courage and strength have laid the foundation for Modern Spiritualism. What a 
happy reunion of all of these workers in the Spirit World! Their counsel and guidance continues, 
for their interest and loyalty to the Cause never wanes.  

Harrison D. Barrett 

 

Harrison D. Barrett was born on April 26th, 1863 or 1864 (depending on the information you are 
looking at) to Lucetta and Levi Barrett, in Canaan, Maine. He had five sisters; Ivaletta, Lucille, 
Viola, Lucetta, and Ollie. He attended Bloomfield Academy and Lewiston High School. The college 
that he graduated from was the Meadville Unitarian Theological seminary in Pennsylvania in 
1889.  

Although Mr. Barrett was now an ordained Unitarian Minister, he found himself unable to 
resolve the conflict of religious concepts that faced him. He had been interested in Spiritualism 
since the age of seventeen, and in his mind it was impossible to reconcile the religion of 
Spiritualism with the beliefs of the Unitarian Church. He felt that the best way to solve the 
problem was to leave them both. He did so, and resumed his teaching career in public schools. 

Then his sister “Ollie” passed to spirit at the age of twelve and he grieved severely. It was at this 
time that he had heard several raps. He called out, “Ollie, is that you?” Three raps were heard. He 
knew Ollie still lived. He became a dedicated Spiritualist from that day forth.  

On October 13th, 1897 Harrison married Margarite Coffyn. At that time he was also Editor of the 
Spiritualist paper, The “Banner of Light” and his wife became the assistant editor. Harrison and 
his wife had two children: one daughter passed at an early age and is buried at Camp Etna, and 
one son. 

Mr. Barrett’s mediumship unfolded at camp Etna, here in Maine. He became the president of 
Camp Etna and was a welcome worker at all the early camps. He was an excellent platform 
worker; presenting a pleasing voice and an analytical mind that his audiences seemed never to 
tire of. It has been told how he would walk the twenty-five miles from Canaan to Camp Etna, 
barefoot, with his shoes over his shoulders in order to present himself polished and prepared for 
his appointment with Spirit. His wonderful mediumship and his deep resonant voice made him a 
splendid missionary and he traveled all over the United States many times without funds and 
with cardboard in his own shoes.  
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Mr. Barrett was a writer as well as a speaker and worker for Spiritualism. His best known book, 
“Pantheistic Idealism” expresses beautifully his ideas of life and religion. He was also the author 
of “The Life and Work of Cora L.V. Richmond,” and with the help of A.W. McCoy published, 
“Cassadaga… It’s History and its Teachings.” He was known as a man of marked character, 
possessed with intense nervous energy and intellect, but with a lack of poise. He was said to be 
delicate as a woman and that he had all of the refinement of that sex, combined with tremendous 
amount of masculine energy, He was an orator, poet and politician combined. He was also a 
democratic candidate for the Massachusetts General Court 1900 in the Seventh Norfolk County 
district (as a side bar: Mr. Barrett ran a good race but was defeated by the republican majority in 
his district.) He was also one of the candidates for the State Senate from Somerset County here in 
Maine. 

In 1893, Mr. Barrett helped form the National Spiritualist Association of Churches. At about this 
same time, he gained a national reputation when he came to the aid of a Spiritualist on trial for 
practicing wichcraft or fortune telling. In court a judge told Mr. Barrett that if he could prove to 
him that Spiritualism was a true religion, that if he had a creed or definite form of religious 
organization, that it might be possible to free the woman. Mr. Barrett immediately asked for a 
recess of the court. 

In the ante-room he wrote the first three declarations of our Principles. These became the 
fundamental statements of our beliefs as an organization. Because of this quick action on his 
part, the medium was released and a new religious organization was born. As president of the 
newly formed organization, Mr. Barrett not only encouraged the establishment of of a nation 
religious body of Spiritualists, but expressed the thought that mediums should have a federal 
charter for their protection. 

For a number of years, Harrison and Margatite made their home in Boston, but they spent the 
latter part of their lives together in California. Margarite passed to spirit while in California, at 
about 1909. A few months later, Harrison returned to his early home, here in Canaan. Mr Barrett 
seemed to be plagued with illness for much of his life. For two years, while in Oregon, he was so 
ill that he deemed himself an invalid and was cared for by Mr. and Mrs. Pippy. After an illness of 
fourteen months, at the age of forty-seven, on January 11th or 12th ( again depending upon which 
piece of history your looking at), in 1911, Me. Harrison D. Barrett passed to the Spirit World, and 
his earthly remains were burried here in Canaan. Mr Barret’s Spiriit was strong, but his earthy 
body, seemed to be weak. In his final will and testament, written just five months before his 
passing, Mr. Barrett wrote: “To all who may know me I bequeath a kind and loving thought, and 
urge the men and women of the nationto see to it that they possess thenselves of sound health by 
building strong bodies and clear analytical minds; or anything appertaining thereto, for with 
sound health all else will be added unto them.” 

In Mr. Barrett’s will I also learned a few other interesting and possibly eye opening facts. First of 
all, the will was seven pages long….which is considered to be “lengthily” by most standards. So he 
was a true orator…. right to the end. Also Me. Barrett seems to have been an extremely precise 
and stubborn man. In his will, he remarked about the manuscript that he passed out in triplicate 
(one to his mother, and the two others to close friends) giving specific instructions on how to 
handle his funeral arrangements and service. It stated who was to conduct the service, who 
would lead the singing, and what songs were to be sung. The gold chain and pocket watch that 
you may have seen him pictured with, was given to him by his Uncle Harrison, his namesake, 
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whom he dearly loved. Mr. Barrett also possesed and bequeathed an onyx ring with fourteen 
diamonds in the shape of a “B”. Another thing I noticed was that Mr. Barrett’s son was not 
mentioned in his will….not even as a living relative…yet, his son was mentioned in his obituary as 
living “out west”. Was this a “typo” or deliberate? One can only guess at this point. 

In closing I’d like to leave you the words of Harrison D. Barrett and his thoughts on Spiritualism: 
“It gives us the phenomena, the science, the philosophy; which when blended in oneness, give to 
the world at last a religion that is probably both by induction and deduction, by scientific 
demonstration and spiritual revelation. It is a religious science and a scientific religion, a 
religious philosophical religion. It gives to the world knowledge of the future, and has no 
negatives or speculations to offer to those who investigate tis sublime teachings. The theologian 
and Christian say, “I believe the agnostic ways, ‘I don’t know,’ while the materalist affirms 
annilation of man’s consciousness at the change called death. Spiritualism has one answer to all 
these speculations, and in two words solves the difficult problem of all mankind, saying, “I 
know.’’’ 

This information was taken from a talk given by Denise Webber of the Harrison D. Barrett 
Church of Bangor, Maine at a church service at Harrison D. Barrett Park in Canaan Maine on 
October 24th 1999. 

 

Workers Serving our Church 

 

 

Gary W. Masher, B.S, M.Ed., was born in Brooklyn in 1945. His grandmother was a Spiritualist, 
medium, and healer and his mother is a certified reverend in healing and a medium. Gary served 
as a Navy Corpsman in the Viet Nam war, specializing in psychiatric practice. Upon discharge 
from the Navy in 1969 he obtained a B.S. in Occupational Therapy from Tufts University and a 
Masters in Education from Antioch College in 1980. Gary continues to work with people 
experiencing emotional difficulties and mental illnesses in their lives. For the last twenty years 
Gary has prepared to follow in the path of his mother and grandmother. He is a member of the 
Auguata, Maine Spiritualist Church and facilitates awareness classes, specializing in mediumship, 
healing, meditation, and awakening. In the summer he frequently serves at Temple Heights 
Spiritualist Camp. He has been welcomed at churches in Florida.People who seek Gary out praise 
his accuracy and steady, peace bringing  assistance. He will be glad to make a connection for you. 
He can be reached at (207-582-8110) or by email (raven321@netzero.net. 
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What do you really need? 

 

The grand essentials to happinessin this life are something to do, something to love, and 
something to hope for.    ( Joseph Addison) 

             

 

 

         

 

 

Life is a journey not a destination!!! 

People come into our lives for a reason, a season, or a lifetime. 

It is up to you to decide which it is!!! 

 

 

 

Contact information for the newsletter: 

Theresa Clifford 

(207-504-10888 

Email: earthangel11172000@yahoo.com 
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Twas The Diet After Christmas 

Twas the diet after Christmas, and all through the house 

Nothing would fit me, not even a blouse 

The cookies I’d nibbled, the eggnog I’d taste 

At the holiday parties had gone to my waste. 

When I got on the scales there arose such a number! 

When I walked to the store (less a walk than a lumber) 

I’d remember the marvelous meals I’d prepared;  

The gravies and sauces and beef nicely rared, 

The wine and the rum balls, the bread and the cheese 

And the way I’d never said, “No thank you please.” 

As I dressed myself in my husband’s old shirt 

And prepared once again to do battle with dirt--- 

I said to myself, as I only can 

“You can’t spend a winter disguised as a man!” 

So---away with the last of the sour cream dip, 

Get rid of the fruit cake, every cracker and chip 

Till all the additional ounces have vanished  

I won’t take a cookie---not even a lick 

I’ll want only to chew on a long celery stick. 

I won’t have hot biscuits, or corn bread or pie, 

I’ll munch on a carrot and quietly cry. 

I’m hungry, I’m lonesome, and life is a bore--- 

But isn’t that what January is for? 

Unable to giggle, no longer a riot, 

Happy New Year to all and to all a good diet! 

 

 


